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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
David Howley on 8/8/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 

Claim 1 has been rewritten to: 

-1 . A handle section (1) of an electric dental cleaning or brushing device (1, 2), 
comprising a housing, a coupling section at an end of the housing for coupling a brushing or 
cleaning tool (2) thereto, a drive mechanism (23) for driving the coupled brushing or cleaning 
tool, and a control device (27) having an interlock device (100), for preventing operation of the 
drive mechanism, wherein when the tool is coupled to the coupling section the interlock device 
sends a first signal to the interlock canceling element and the interlock canceling element returns 
a second signal to the interlock device to deactivate the interlock device and allow operation of 
the drive mechanism.— 

Claim 2 has been canceled. 

Claim 3 has been rewritten to: 

--3. A handle section (1) of an electric dental cleaning or brushing device (1,2), 
comprising a housing, a coupling section at an end of the housing for coupling a brushing or 
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cleaning tool (2) thereto, a drive mechanism (23) for driving the coupled brushing or cleaning 
tool, and a control device (27) including an interlock device (100) which is deactivatable by an 
interlock canceling element (7) provided on the brushing or cleaning tool and an encoding 
detection device (5) for detecting an encoding of the interlock canceling element (7) of the 
coupled brushing or cleaning tool (2), wherein when the tool is coupled to the coupling section 
the interlock canceling element sends a first signal to the encoding detection device and the 
encoding detection device returns a second signal to the interlock device to deactivate the 
interlock device and allow operation of the drive mechanism. ~ 

Claim 10, line 3, preferably displaceably,' has been deleted. 

Claim 14 has been rewritten to: 

-14. The handle section as claimed in claim 3, wherein the encoding detection device 
(5) includes a signal receiver (20) for receiving an encoded signal from the interlock canceling 
element (7), and/or a signal transmitter (20) for transmitting an interrogation or activation signal, 
to the interlock canceling element (7).~ 

. Claim 17 has been rewritten to: 
—17. The handle section as claimed in claim 3, wherein the encoding detection device 
(5) includes a circuit, for detecting a metallic and/or electromagnetic encoding of the 
interlock canceling element (7).~ 



Claim 21 has been rewritten to: 
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—21. The handle section according to claim 1, wherein the interlock canceling element (7) is 
fastened to or in the handle (26).- 

Claim 23 has been rewritten to: 

—23. A brushing or cleaning tool for an electric dental cleaning device having a drive 
mechanism comprising a body having a first and a second end, a brushing or cleaning head at the 
first end, a coupling section extending from the second end to effect coupling to a handle section 
(1) ),having an interlock device,, of the electric dental cleaning device, and an interlock 
canceling element (7) secured directly or indirectly to the housing for deactivation of the 
interlock device (100) of the handle section (1), the interlock device (100), when activated, 
disabling the electric dental cleaning device from operating in a cleaning manner, wherein when 
the tool is coupled to the handle section the interlock device sends a first signal to the interlock 
canceling element and the interlock canceling element returns a second signal to the interlock 
device to deactivate the interlock device and allow operation of the drive mechanism.— 

Claim 24 has been rewritten to: 

-24. A brushing or cleaning tool for an electric dental cleaning device having a drive 
mechanism, comprising a housing having a first and a second end, a brushing or cleaning head at 
the first end, a coupling section extending from the second end to effect coupling to a handle 
section (l),having an interlock device A of the electric dental cleaning device, and an interlock 
canceling element (7) including an encoding device or member having a magnetic, electrical, 
capacitive, electromagnetic, optical and/or mechanical encoding function or property wherein 
when the tool is coupled to the handle section the interlock device sends a first signal to the 
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interlock canceling element and the interlock canceling element returns a second signal to the 
interlock device to deactivate the interlock device and allow operation of the drive mechanism.— 

Claim 25 has been rewritten to: 

—25. A brush or cleaning tool for an electric dental cleaning device having a drive 
mechanism i _comprising_a housing having a first and a second end, a brushing or cleaning 
head at the first end, a coupling section extending from the second end to effect coupling to a 
handle section (1) , having an interlock device^ of the electric dental cleaning device, and an 
interlock canceling element (7) including a signal receiver for receiving a signal from the 
handle section (1) and/or a signal transmitter for transmitting an interlock deactivating signal 
to the handle section (1) to deactivate the interlock device and allow operation of the drive 
mechanism- 
Claim 26 has been rewritten to: 

-26. The brush or cleaning tool as claimed in claim 25, wherein the signal receiver and/or 
the signal transmitter are one or more metal coils (44, 45) having encoding elements for 
encoding a received signal.— 

Claim 27 has been rewritten to: 

-27. A brushing or cleaning tool for an electric dental cleaning device having a drive 
mechanism,_comprising a body having a first and a second end, a brushing or cleaning head at 
the first end a coupling section at the second end to effect coupling to a handle section (1) of the 
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electric dental cleaning device, and an interlock canceling element (7) having an encoding body 
which is fixedly connected to the body of the cleaning tool and configured so as to be positioned 
in the range of detection of an encoding detection device (5) of the handle section (1) when the 
cleaning tool (2) and the handle section (1) are in a coupled condition wherein, in the coupled 
condition, the interlock device sends a first signal to the interlock canceling element and the 
interlock canceling element returns a second signal to the interlock device to deactivate the 
interlock device and allow operation of the drive mechanism. - 

Claim 28, line 2, 'at least one actuating section function as' has been deleted. 
Claim 29, line 2, 'wherein 5 has been deleted; 

Line 2, £ is provided 5 has been deleted. 

Claim 30, line 2, 'preferably' has been deleted. 

Claim 31 has been rewritten to: 

--3 1 . The brushing or cleaning tool as claimed in claim 23, wherein the interlock 
canceling element (7) includes at least one magnetic field effecting member or encoding 
body (8) which is arranged in the area of the coupling section. ~ 

Claim 32 has been rewritten to: 

-32. The brushing or cleaning tool as claimed in claim 23, wherein the interlock 
canceling element (7) includes at least one dielectrically acting member or encoding body (8) 
which is arranged in the area of the coupling section.- 
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Claim 33 has been rewritten to: 

-33. The brushing or cleaning tool as claimed in claim 23, wherein the interlock 
canceling element (7) includes an optical waveguide (37) communicating with a light entrance 
opening (38) and a light exit opening (39) provided in the coupling section.- 

Claim 34 has been rewritten to: 

-34. The brushing or cleaning tool as claimed in claim 23, wherein the interlock 
canceling element (7) is an integral part of the body.-- 

Claim 35 has been rewritten to: 

-35. The brushing or cleaning tool as claimed in claim 23, wherein the interlock 
canceling element (7) is releasably connected to the body.- 

Claim 36 has been rewritten to: 

-36. The brushing or cleaning tool as claimed in claims 33, wherein the interlock 
canceling element (7) is integrated in a ring (8) arranged at the coupling section that is snap- 
fittable to the body of the cleaning tool by positive engagement therewith. -- 

Claims 37-38 have been canceled. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art discloses 
brushing or cleaning tools with a handle section having a drive mechanism and a cleaning tool 
HOWEVER fails to disclose or fairly suggest the handle section having an interlock device for 
preventing operation of the drive mechanism and the cleaning tool having an interlock canceling 
element wherein when the tool is coupled to the coupling section the interlock device sends a 
first signal to the interlock canceling element and the interlock canceling element returns a 
second signal to the interlock device to deactivate the interlock device and allow operation of the 
drive mechanism. . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa T. Snider whose telephone number is (571) 272-1277. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (5:30am-2:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Kim can be reached on (571) 272-1 142. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/81 1,080 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 1744 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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